FRANCO, GENERALISSIMO     CHIEF OF STATE
did not dismount but used to ride along the line of fire,,
giving orders. Affectionately rebuied for this by his
superior, Colonel Sanjurjo^ Franco replied: "My men are
accustomed to see me like that, and it is of special value
when the bullets are flying fast and they may be feeling a
little nervous."
It was thus that at thirty years of age Franco took over
the supreme command of the Tercio with the rani of
Lieutenant-Colonel. General Primo de Rivera was then
dictator of Spa.n ani? quick to recognise the talents of
this young o£cer, after the capture of Alhucemas, which
brought the Moroccan campaign to a close,, he not only
awarded him a second Military Medal—an extraordinary
distinction—but made him Brigadier-General and placed
him in charge of the newly founded General Military
Academy of Saragassa. Franco was then just thirty-two.
During the years that General Franco was in command
of the Military Academy of Saragossa, the foundation of
which had for its object the unification of military theory
and tradition throughout the Spanish Army, Marshal
Petain visited Spain and on his return to France was loud
in his praise^ not only of the great work done by General
Franco in the few years the Academj had existed,, bat
also of his military talents.
Then came the closing down of the Academy in 1929,,
owing to a change of policy, and for the time being
General Franco, the man of action^ was without a Job.
That did not mean idleness for him, nor did it mean that
he abandoned even for a minute his devotion to the Army
and to military study. In 1929 he paid long visits to the
German military schools at Dresden and Berlin, and then
folowed a staff course given by the French staff school at
Versailles for colonels and brigade commanders It was
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